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for children to pay for a capital gains cut for
upper income people. I don’t believe we
should reduce the school lunch program, but
some Republicans have proposed to do ex-
actly that. Just to take that program for an
example, it’s done a world of good for mil-
lions of kids from all backgrounds, all across
America, since Harry Truman was President.
‘‘If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.’’ That used to
be the conservative credo; it ought to be
again.

We shouldn’t dramatically increase the
cost of college tuition for millions of students
either. But Republicans have proposed to
eliminate the student loan subsidy and start
charging interest on loans to low-income stu-
dents while they’re still in college. That could
increase the cost of their college education
by more than 20 percent. We need more
people going to college at lower cost, not
fewer people going to college at higher cost.

And finally, we must uphold our respon-
sibility to care for elderly Americans. It’s im-
portant to me and most people in our country
to do this. But Republicans are suggesting
dramatic cuts in Medicare and other services
to our elderly citizens.

These are some of the targets for cuts if
a balanced budget amendment is adopted.
I don’t think they’re the right choices for
America. I came here to stand up for our
children, for people who work hard to make
the most of their lives, for people who’ve
worked hard and played by the rules all of
their lives. I don’t intend to let them down.

We must continue to reduce the deficit
and to strengthen our economic security. We
must continue to cut Government and make
it work better. But we must be careful, not
careless; lean, not mean. The only way to pre-
serve the American dream for our children
is to make tough choices and hard decisions.
We can’t avoid our responsibility by legislat-
ing those choices away and giving them to
people who were not elected to make these
decisions.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Trade Agreement
With China
February 26, 1995

I am pleased that the United States and
China today signed an agreement on intellec-
tual property, culminating months of hard
work by our negotiators and their Chinese
counterparts.

This is a strong agreement for American
companies and American workers. China will
undertake immediate steps to crack down on
piracy, enforce intellectual property rights,
and provide more open access for U.S. ex-
porters to the burgeoning China market. This
agreement will eliminate practices that have
cost Americans over $1 billion a year in high
value exports. It will mean thousands of jobs
for Americans in key industries, including
computer software, pharmaceuticals, agricul-
tural and chemical products, books and peri-
odicals, and audio visual products.

U.S. action in China is part of the broader
economic strategy of my administration to
create high paying jobs for Americans. On
behalf of U.S. workers, we have used every
tool at our disposal to fight foreign barriers
to competitive U.S. exports.

This new agreement also promotes broad-
er goals in China. Greater respect for rule
of law and greater access to intellectual prop-
erty products both promote a more open
Chinese society.

Remarks on Signing the Executive
Order to Facilitate Payment of Child
Support and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 27, 1995

The President. I’m glad to be joined here
by the members of this administration who
are active in child support enforcement and
by advocates of tougher child support en-
forcement.

Today the Executive order I have just
signed is another important step in our ef-
forts to bring the Federal Government in line
with the basic values of ordinary Americans.
People who bear children and bring them
into this world have an absolute responsibility
to do their best to take care of them. And
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any parent who isn’t paying child support
should be required to pay.

The action I’m taking today builds on the
work we’ve been doing for the last 2 years
to step up child support enforcement. Just
last week, the Department of Health and
Human Services reported that we collected
a record $703 million in delinquent child
support enforcement in 1993 by garnishing
income tax returns of parents who failed to
pay. That is a 13 percent increase in child
support collection. It helped almost one mil-
lion families.

The Executive order I just signed will
make the Federal Government a model em-
ployer in the area of child support enforce-
ment. It will make it easier for us to find
Federal employees who don’t meet their ob-
ligations to their children. It will speed up
our ability to garnish wages and force them
to pay the child support they owe.

Any parent who is avoiding his or her child
support should listen carefully: We will find
you. We will catch you. We will make you
pay.

Children should not suffer for their par-
ents’ mistakes. Too many children in this
country do suffer because of their parents’
irresponsible behavior. We can’t let them be
punished any longer. When parents don’t
provide the child support they owe, their
children pay forever, and in more ways than
financial.

The toughest enforcement measures ever
proposed for child support were part of the
welfare reform legislation I sent to the Con-
gress last year. Our plan said to absent par-
ents, if you’re not paying your child support,
we’ll garnish your wages, suspend your li-
cense, track you across State lines, and if nec-
essary, require you to work off what you owe.
Child support enforcement is essential to the
welfare reform effort, and Congress should
include these tough child support enforce-
ment measures in the proposed welfare re-
form legislation. We should be tough on
deadbeat parents, not on innocent children.

Again, I thank all the people who have
helped to put together this child support en-
forcement order. We will proceed to aggres-
sively implement it.

Balanced Budget Amendment

Q. Mr. President, What’s your reading on
the balanced budget amendment in terms of
passage?

The President. I think it’s a close vote.
Q. How close?
Q. Have you talked to Senator Nunn yet?
The President. I’ve talked all the unde-

cided Senators, to the best of my knowledge.
I’ve talked to several, anyway.

Q. You think Nunn will hold out?
The President. I think I should let him

speak for himself.
Q. What is it going to take to defeat it

tomorrow?
The President. I think it depends upon

what those undecided Senators believe is the
right thing to do.

Q. Are you going to be meeting with any
of them today or tomorrow, Mr. President?
What will you be doing to try and head this
thing on?

The President. I’m not sure. I’ve had ex-
tensive conversations with all of them. I don’t
know what else I’ll be doing.

Chelsea Clinton’s Birthday

Q. How are you going to celebrate Chel-
sea’s birthday? Just a little offbeat.

The President. Well, we’re going to have
dinner tonight. You know, it’s a school day.
You don’t get your birthday off at school.
[Laughter]

Q. You’re not going to be a deadbeat fa-
ther, are you? [Laughter]

The President. I got up this morning, and
we had a nice visit this morning for her birth-
day. But we’re going to have—we’re going
to have a dinner. We’re going to have a family
dinner tonight to celebrate her birthday. And
then after the press of her school activities
clears, we’ll probably have a little party for
her. But she didn’t want one tonight, so we’re
just going to have a family dinner.

Q. Can you raise a teenager in the White
House? [Laughter]

The President. Well, I think she’s doing
very well. She’s doing very well.

Thank you very much.
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Lincoln-Douglas Sculpture
Q. And what are you doing with Lincoln

and Douglas on your desk? Does that por-
tend something?

The President. When C-SPAN came in
here and did the interview for President’s
Day, they gave me that. I liked it a lot. And
I met the people who played Lincoln and
Douglas in the Galesburg, Illinois, debate
when we were out there. I just liked it. I
thought it looked good on the desk. Besides
that, it reminds me that this town has always
been about argument. [Laughter]

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:14 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Executive Order 12953—Actions
Required of All Executive Agencies
To Facilitate Payment of Child
Support
February 27, 1995

Children need and deserve the emotional
and financial support of both their parents.

The Federal Government requires States
and, through them, public and private em-
ployers to take actions necessary to ensure
that monies in payment of child support obli-
gations are withheld and transferred to the
child’s caretaker in an efficient and expedi-
tious manner.

The Federal Government, through its ci-
vilian employees and Uniformed Services
members, is the Nation’s largest single em-
ployer and as such should set an example of
leadership and encouragement in ensuring
that all children are properly supported.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States of America, in-
cluding section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Part I—PURPOSE
Section 101. This executive order: (a) Es-

tablishes the executive branch of the Federal
Government, through its civilian employees
and Uniformed Services members, as a
model employer in promoting and facilitating
the establishment and enforcement of child
support.

(b) Requires all Federal agencies, includ-
ing the Uniformed Services, to cooperate
fully in efforts to establish paternity and child
support orders and to enforce the collection
of child and medical support in all situations
where such actions may be required.

(c) Requires each Federal agency, includ-
ing the Uniformed Services, to provide infor-
mation to its employees and members about
actions that they should take and services that
are available to ensure that their children are
provided the support to which they are le-
gally entitled.

Part 2—DEFINITIONS
For purposes of this order:
Sec. 201. ‘‘Federal agency’’ means any au-

thority as defined at 5 U.S.C. 105, including
the Uniformed Services, as defined in section
202 of this order.

Sec. 202. ‘‘Uniformed Services’’ means
the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force,
Coast Guard, and the Commissioned Corps
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, and the Public Health Serv-
ice.

Sec. 203. ‘‘Child support enforcement’’
means any administrative or judicial action
by a court or administrative entity of a State
necessary to establish paternity or establish
a child support order, including a medical
support order, and any actions necessary to
enforce a child support or medical support
order. Child support actions may be brought
under the civil or criminal laws of a State
and are not limited to actions brought on be-
half of the State or individual by State agen-
cies providing services under title IV–D of
the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 651 et seq.

Sec. 204. ‘‘State’’ means any of the fifty
States, the District of Columbia, the terri-
tories, the possessions, and the Common-
wealths of Puerto Rico and of the Mariana
Islands.

Part 3—IMMEDIATE ACTIONS TO
ENSURE CHILDREN ARE SUPPORTED
BY THEIR PARENTS

Sec. 301. Wage Withholding. (a) Within
60 days from the date of this order, every
Federal agency shall review its procedures
for wage withholding under 42 U.S.C. 659
and implementing regulations to ensure that
it is in full compliance with the requirements
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